
For more information on the Glenelg Walking Strategy 
please contact Portland District Health on: 

 (03) 5522 1180 
pdh.promotions@swarh.vic.gov.au 

www.pdh.net.au 

Facilities 
                             
 

-car park  -toilet  -picnic tables  -rubbish bin 

Activities & Interests 
-fishing  -boating  -canoeing  -waterskiing  -swimming            
-wildlife   -bushwalking   -picnics    -bird watching 

Track Description 

The paths along the Glenelg River is a combination of grass 
and gravel, and is suitable for walking.  It is not recom-
mended for wheelchairs or bicycles, and the middle section 
of the walk is not recommended for prams. There are several 
inclines, and steps are located just before and after the Isle 
of Bags area.   
The Aboriginal name for the river is Bochara, with the river 
being the traditional boundary of the Gunditjmara and the 
Booandik people.  Nelson offers fresh and salt water fishing, 
such as giant mulloway, bass, southern black bream, and 
salmon.  The region contains over 700 species of native 
plants, including over 50 species of orchid.  The area is also 
rich in wildlife, such as eastern grey kangaroos, red-necked 
wallabies, koalas, echidnas, possums, wombats, and poto-
roos.  Birdlife include emus, herons, pelicans, ground thrush, 
painted quail, spotted quail-thrush and the azure kingfisher. 

Directions 
Nelson is on the mouth of the Glenelg River, 5km from the 
South Australian border and 70km west of Portland.  The 
Nelson Glenelg River Walk follows the Glenelg River, begin-
ning at Simpsons River Landing, on Simpsons River Road.  
Parking is available in the parking area at the end of Simp-
sons River Road.  Alternatively, you can park in the town and 
start your walk from under the Portland-Nelson Road bridge.    

The Community Walking Grants program is made available 
through the Victorian Government’s Community Support Fund.  
The Glenelg Walking Strategy is a joint initiative of Portland    
District Health, Glenelg Shire Council, Glenelg and Southern 
Grampians Primary Care Partnership and South West Sports 
Assembly.   
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